A HISTORY OF POLAND
won over Russia finally by undertaking not to violate
in any way the Polish Constitution. In other words, he
promised not to free the unhappy country from the
Liberum veto. Thereupon Russian troops were assembled
to enforce his election.
At this time Stanislaw appeared in Warsaw, having
travelled from France in the disguise of a coachman.
The Diet met and issued a manifesto solemnly cursing
all who should offer help to the Muscovite. A national
call to arms followed, and 60,000 mounted and armed
noblemen assembled. The old Primate rode from group
to group asking who should be king. The army uttered
cries of" Long live King Stanislaw," and notwithstanding
the opposition of some 3,000 malcontents, Stanislaw
Leszc2ynski was hailed as king. At this the protestors
withdrew, objecting to the election as null and void.
The new King, however, did not long maintain his
position in the capital; he called for a gathering of the
armed gentry, but the support accorded him was so
feeble that he fled to Danzig with Potocki and his other
supporters, including the French and Swedish envoys.
" The Poles will elect me, but will not support me," he
exclaimed bitterly and with foreboding. Now his only
hope ky in France.
His flight from Warsaw to Danzig was followed
almost immediately by the appearance of the Russians,
under the command of General Peter Lacy, on the right
bank of the Vistula. The Polish malcontents crossed
the river to meet them, and in the Russian camp formed
a General Confederation. They consisted of but 15
senators of the total 145, and with them there were only
500 of the szlachta; and these, on October 6, 1733,
proclaimed Augustus of Saxony as king. From Danzig
Staniskw looked for aid to France, who in the meantime
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